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Project name: Dunmai Office 

Design company: DARIEL Studio 

Designer: Thomas DARIEL  

Project Manager: Nathan HOU 
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This project is an office space nested in an old motorcycle factory. It is located in the creative plaza on 

the South of the Bund, a place that serves as a remembrance to the familiar stories about old 

Shanghai. The Shanghainese old docks, the tide of the Huangpu River, and the whistles from ships in 

the morning also acknowledge the nostalgic feeling of the city’s ancient past. This location is not only 

the continuation of the old Bund’s elegance and historical prosperity, but also serves as a connection 

to the newly developed business districts. 

 

After considering all the requests and specificities of the client, a company from Macao organizing 

creative events, Thomas Dariel decided to construct the office into a pleasurable, relaxing and 

modern place that reflects the company’s dynamism and creativity as well as serving their 

professional needs. This kind of atmosphere fits to a creative space as well as being functional by 

using high-tech products. 

 
An internal architectural reconstruction 

To memorialize this old 4-floor factory building, the creator kept the building’s historical façade, but 

completely transformed the internal structure into an open, high 3-floor volume arrangement. 
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This architectural approach opened up the space to obtain brighter and wider rooms, meanwhile 

revealing the original structure of the building. The internal reconstruction also conveys a friendly 

atmosphere to the open space required by the client. A 3-floor high central patio, furnished with 

large white lacquer desks, was built so that colleagues can easily communicate with each other 

despite what floor level they are on.  

 



 

T +86 (0)21 62670005    E contact@darielstudio.com    上海市常德路 621号 

The 621 Villa, No 621 Changde Road, Shanghai 200040 China 

 
 

 

“Work in the Park – Play in the Office” 

In terms of interior design and atmosphere, the concept developed in Dunmai is “Work in the Park – 

Play in the Office.” 
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This concept is reflected in the overall structure and in every detail of this edgy and humorous-

looking space.  

 

 

 

“Work in the Park”. 

First, the entering light itself has been designed to pervade the whole space, so that one could feel a 

sense of being outside. The color scheme consists of pure white in order to change the office’s 
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previous image of a dark and old factory into a clean and simple display. As often in our projects, bold 

colors such as vivid pink or green are used ubiquitously for contrast and for developing natural 

energy. 
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Furthermore, the shape of the new internal structure is inspired by the branches of a tree. Drawers 

on the wall let people imagine that all the plants growing in that space are spreading along the wall 

and up to the ceiling.  

 

In order to make people feel as if they were surrounded by nature in the given space, the designer 

attempted to move all the elements of a garden to inside the office: grass lawns under chairs and 

tables, gardener’s tools designed on the walls, swings displayed during afternoon breaks that exhibit 

the sweet memory of childhood, and a groove for flowerpots on tables.  

 
 
“Play in the Office” 

Playing with interiors by displaying 

unexpected facilities, misusing objects or 

creating jokes is part of the Dariel 

Studio’s signature.  

 

In this project, the concept is used to 

enhance the vitality of the company and 

to offer a unique and humorous work 

environment. Dunmai office fully 

subverts the appearance of a traditional 

strict office: there are crossroads lining 

the floors; a tennis court style meeting 

room with a grid glass wall; floors 

modeled after blue tennis grounds; and a 

table set featuring tennis balls.  
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The restrooms’ entrances are designed to look like open elevator doors. Thus, when one is in search 

for an elevator, he or she will be surprised to find that it is actually a bathroom.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Even the toilet walls are creatively designed, for the designer pays homage to a famous French artist 

street style by using images from video games to decorate tiled mosaics. The design illustrates that 

working in an office can be a joyful and unique experience. An office space can be open and 

transparent, just like the glass walls and doors of many individual spaces in Dunmai Office. 
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The new design is a reverence to the previous historical building Dunmai Office once was, as well as 

to the strong heritage and the trademark qualities of the industry’s construction style. This creative 

indoor arrangement makes this space a definite trendy and innovative office, and, at the same time, 

answers the client’s identity and satisfies his requirements. 

 

 

 

 
DUNMAI Office 

Building 3, No 1029 Zhongshan nan Road, Huangpu Disctrict  

Shanghai – China 
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The studio 

 

Dariel Studio is a multi-award winning interior design company founded in Shanghai in 2006 

by French Designer Thomas Dariel. Since its establishment, Dariel Studio has completed 

over 60 projects of the highest quality in the main areas of design: hospitality, commercial 

and residential. 

 

Dariel Studio manages to reach originality and creativity while also performing in project 

management, a double focus that led the company to be recognized and honored for its 

ability to lead projects from concept up to execution. 

 

Dariel Studio’s tailor-made approach focusing on clients needs has allowed the company to 

create a large portfolio of clients - private, entrepreneurs, luxury brands and big 

corporations - Chinese as International. 

The studio counts today a team of 25 professionals coming from various countries and 

backgrounds driven by the same passion for design.  

 

Thinking by making. 

By confronting heritage and cutting-edge innovations, playing with sensations, mixing 

opposites and incorporating French design expertise with Eastern cultural influence. 

Dariel Studio aims to transform reality into a five-sense emotional experience.  

 

In its search of new forms, Dariel Studio’s open approach unfolds new perspectives and 

possibilities within the process of “making” while constantly observing rules and clients’ 

demanding standards. Through this way of creating interiors, a new language occurs on 

each project, driven by a passion for turning upside down traditional codes and clichés. 

 

Boldness, elegance, youthfulness, expertise, innovation and an in-depth understanding of 

clients’ identity and expectations allow the studio to ensure the highest quality design.  
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IDEA Design Lab 

From 2013, Dariel Studio is going on with larger-scale projects and takes one step ahead 

with the launch of new initiatives and learning programmes aiming to enlarge and boost the 

designers’ perspectives on major millennium challenges. 

IDEA Design Lab is the flagship initiative. 

IDEA Design Lab is an action-oriented platform assembling smart ideas and talented people 

to create innovative designs for the future. It is an incubator for innovation gathering the 

Best Chinese Universities, scientists, engineers and leaders in the fields of Design and 

Architecture.  

 

Awards & Nominations 

 

2013:   - H.D.F Luxurious Projects Asia Awards 2013 

Silver Award Winner of the Top Luxury Hotel Design for “Blossom Hill Boutique Hotel” 

 

        - Perspective’s 40 Under 40 Recognition 2013: 

         Selected as one of the Top 40 Young Design Talent under 40 

 

        -Top 100 Soft Decoration Award: 

         Top 10 prize for “Blossom Hill Boutique Hotel” 

	  
        - AD 100 CHINA 2013: 

         Selected as one of the Top 100 Talents in Architecture and Design 

         

2012:   - Andrew Martin Interior Design Awards: 

         The Best Internationally 

 

        - The 10th Modern Decoration International Media Award: 

          Outstanding designer of the year 

          Best Hotel Space Design of the year for “Blossom Hill Boutique Hotel” 

 

        - Jintang Prize China Interior Design Award 2012: 

          Top 10 Hotel Design of the year for “Blossom Hill Boutique Hotel” 

          Good Hotel Design of the year for “GTAS” 

          Good Office Design of the year for “Dunmai Office” 
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          Honor Mentioned for Best Marketing and Development (Dariel Studio) 

 

2011:   - Jintang Prize China Interior Design Award 2011: 

          Restaurant Design of the year for “Yucca” 

 

        - International Arch of Europe Award (IAE) - Gold category 

 

2010:  - The 8th Modern Decoration International Media Awards:  

          Best Young Designer of the Year 

          Best Office Space Design of the Year for “Imagine China” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

More info 

www.darielstudio.com 

Or contact directly Sarah Wang, Communication Manager 

pr@darielstudio.com 

+86 138 1864 0658 

 


