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At the water town of Zhouzhuang in Jiangnan, the visage of time is quietly submerged
amidst the drizzling rain and misty smokRe. People still travel by boat and the archaic
ambiance remains. If one can stay a night at the Ming/Qing Dynasty styled residence,
so much nostalgia can be relieved. The Blossom Hill Boutique Hotel has preserved

the original spatial structure and historical heritage of the building to realize people’s
reams of living ir-a leisurely, tranquil apcient town. =
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Renowned painter Wu Guan-zhong has a passion for the landscape of Zhouzhuang, he has created over 40
paintings all related to the region. The town of Zhouzhuang is located in the southeast of Suzhou City, roughly one
hour away from Shanghai by car. With a history of close to nine centuries, the area is rich in culture and almost
every household had their own dock, maRing it a true water town. In 2003, Zhouzhuang was awarded a "Cultural
Heritage Protection Prize" by the Asian-Pacific branch of UNESCO.

Dariel Studio, owned by French furniture designer Thomas Dariel, was put in charge of the Blossom Hill Boutique
Hotel’ design, and he adopted a fusion of French sentiment and Oriental culture. To retain the Chinese design
heritage and history that saturates the structure, before the renovation was conducted, each detail was numbered
and catalogued, and the design team chose to renovate and update the hotel rather than giving it a complete
overhaul.

Try to recollect, how often do we visit a historic monument to appreciate its profound cultural heritage, only to be
disqgusted by the appearance of some ridiculous hotels or restaurants? Thomas Dariel, on the other hand, makes
people astonished; he devised a concept inspired by the 24 seasons of the traditional Chinese solar calendar. You
may wonder, how does a foreigner interpret such phenomenon?
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First, he divided the rooms into four seasonal areas arranged according to sun exposure and natural light intensity during the day.
The color palettes in each room, which range from light yellow or bright orange to deep purple, represent the characteristics of each
season. Each room is named after a flower, ranging from Lotus to Cymbidium.

The use of the 24 seasons of the traditional Chinese solar calendar can be appreciated from details such as the Vernal Equinox
at the reception area, which symbolizes introducing the guests to a novel staying experience. Grain in Ear signifies the harvesting
of wheat to brew wine, hence it has become the name of the bar. The extreme weather of Summer Solstice and Winter Solstice is
represented in the strong contrast of colors. The use of Western bar and Chinese furniture conveys the fusion of Chinese/Westemn
cuisines.

In every detail of the hotel, whether it's the 24-season inspiration, retro bronze carvings, Western fireplace in the reading room or
underwater ink drop photography, the designer has ingeniously presented a harmony of fusion. While you are in Zhouzhuang, why
not stay at the Blossom Inn Boutique Hotel to experience the tranquil pleasure of the peaceful surrounding.
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