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Big Apple Investments
New properties in New York

Luxury Singapore
Latest launches at the high-end

Chi Energy
Global hospitality designer Tony Chi

The Balinese Touch
The island’s interior design trends 

Preserving Heritage
Yangon’s historical buildings

Celebrity Address
A London home with a musical memoir
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A PERFECTIONIST
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DESIGN FOCUS
#MVF�1FOUIPVTF

The Blue Penthouse
| by SOFIE LISBY | Photos by DERRYCK MENERE

$SBGUJOH�B�GVODUJPOBM�ZFU�BUUSBDUJWF�BOE�VOJRVF�IPNF�GPS�B�GBNJMZ�JT�B�UBMM�PSEFS�GPS�BOZ�
JOUFSJPS�EFTJHOFS�CVU�5IPNBT�%BSJFM�UIF�GPVOEFS�BOE�DSFBUJWF�NJOE�CFIJOE�%BSJFM�4UVEJP�
B�NVMUJ�BXBSE�XJOOJOH�JOUFSJPS�EFTJHO�DPNQBOZ�IFBERVBSUFSFE�JO�4IBOHIBJ�UPPL�PO�UIF�
DIBMMFOHF��

-PDBUFE�JO�UIF�UIF�DJUZ�T�IJTUPSJD�+JOH�"O�UFNQMF�BSFB�UIF�#MVF�1FOUIPVTF�IBT�CFFO�
DPNQMFUFMZ�SFGVSCJTIFE�BOE�SFOPWBUFE�UP�ESBTUJDBMMZ�USBOTGPSN�UIF�FYJTUJOH�TQBDF�JOUP�B�
TPQIJTUJDBUFE�VSCBO�SFTJEFODF��6TJOH�DVTUPNJTFE�DFSBNJDT�BOE�XBMMQBQFS�#JTB[[B�NPTBJD�
*NPOEJ�XPPEFO�GMPPST�BOE�GVSOJUVSF�GSPN�'SJU[�)BOTFO�$BTTJOB�1IJMJQQF�)VSFM�,BSUFMM�BOE�
/BUV[[J�BNPOH�PUIFST�%BSJFM�IBT�DSFBUFE�B�MJHIU�GVODUJPOBM�CVU�TVQSFNFMZ�TUZMJTI�MJWJOH�TQBDF�
UP�TVJU�UIF�OFFET�BOE�BFTUIFUJDT�PG�B�NPEFSO�NFUSPQPMJUBO�GBNJMZ�
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BORN AND EDUCATED AS A DESIGNER IN PARIS, THOMAS DARIEL’S WORK 
HAS ALWAYS BEEN INFLUENCED BY FRENCH AESTHETIC TRADITIONS. AS 
IN MANY OF HIS PROJECTS — WHICH SPAN A RANGE OF SECTORS THAT 

INCLUDES LIVING SPACES, CREATIVE OFFICES, CONCEPT STORES AND HIGH-
END HOSPITALITY DEVELOPMENTS — THE BLUE PENTHOUSE WAS CREATED 

THROUGH A PROCESS OF CONFRONTING HERITAGE, INCORPORATING 
CUTTING-EDGE INNOVATION AND BLENDING FRENCH DESIGN WITH 

EASTERN CULTURAL INFLUENCES. THE ROOMS ARE LARGE AND AIRY, 
COMPLEMENTED BY ARTISTIC DETAILING SUCH AS CABINETS INSPIRED BY 

OLD SUITCASES, PATTERNED AND TEXTURED WALLPAPER AND FRENCH-
INSPIRED WALL PANELLING. THROUGHOUT THE PENTHOUSE, GLASS AND 

MIRROR EFFECTS CREATE A SPACIOUS, TRANSPARENT FEEL WHILE STILL 
ALLOWING RESIDENTS PRIVACY AND SECLUSION.
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)PX�EJE�ZPV�BQQSPBDI�UIJT�QSPKFDU 
*�XBOUFE�UP�CSFBL�BXBZ�GSPN�UIF�
PSJHJOBM�CBTJD�WPMVNFT�BOE�PQFO�
UIJOHT�VQ��*O�UIF�MJWJOH�SPPN�B�IVHF�
WPJE�IBT�CFFO�DSFBUFE�UIBU�HJWFT�B�
WFSZ�BSDIJUFDUVSBM�DPOUFNQPSBSZ�
GFFMJOH�XIJMF�NBYJNJTJOH�EBZMJHIU�
FYQPTVSF�UISPVHI�UIF�MBSHF�CBZ�
XJOEPXT��5IF�GPSNFS�CBMDPOZ�IBT�BMTP�
CFFO�JOUFHSBUFE�JOUP�UIF�JOEPPS�QBSU�
UP�JODSFBTF�UIF�TFOTBUJPO�PG�WPMVNF�
BOE�FOBCMF�NPSF�TQBDF�GPS�MFJTVSF��
-PPLJOH�VQ�B�TVTQFOEFE�DVCF�IBT�CFFO�
EFTJHOFE�JOUP�BO�PGGJDF�XIFSF�UIF�
PXOFS�DBO�XPSL�XIJMF�TUJMM�PWFSMPPLJOH�
UIF�MJWJOH�SPPN��5IF�PSJHJOBM�NFBOJOH�
PG�UIF�XPSE�QFOUIPVTF�GSPN�UIF�MBUJO�
BQQSFOEFSF�–�UP�CF�TVTQFOEFE�–�JT�XIZ�
XF�DIPTF�UP�DBMM�JU�UIF�DVCF�CFDBVTF�
ZPV�DBO�CF�TVTQFOEFE�BOE�BU�UIF�TBNF�
UJNF�PWFSMPPL�XIBU�HPFT�PO�CFMPX�

8IBU�BCPVU�UIF�TUBJSDBTF 
*�XBOUFE�UP�NPEJGZ�UIF�XBZ�UIF�TQBDFT�
SFMBUFE�UP�POF�BOPUIFS��5P�NBUDI�UIJT�
SFRVJSFNFOU�*�EFTJHOFE�BOE�SFMPDBUFE�
UIF�TUBJSDBTF�UP�CF�JO�UIF�DFOUSF�PG�
UIF�BQBSUNFOU��*U�T�B�NBTUFSQJFDF�JO�
JUTFMG�GPS�UIF�XBZ�JU�MPPLT�CVU�BMTP�
CFDBVTF�JU�PQFOT�VQ�UIF�FOUJSF�IPNF�
BOE�DPOOFDUT�BMM�UIF�SPPNT��*U�JT�UIF�
DPSF�PG�UIF�TQBDF�TUSVDUVSF�UIF�IFBSU�
PG�UIF�EFTJHO��5P�BEE�FNQIBTJT�XF�
QMBDFE�UIF�TUBJSDBTF�PWFS�B�CMBDL�BOE�
XIJUF�NBSCMF�QBUUFSO�B�WFSZ�HSBQIJD�
BOE�DPOUFNQPSBSZ�TUBHF�UIBU�DPOUSBTUT�
XJUI�UIF�DMBTTJD�PSOBNFOUFE�XPPEFO�
QBOFMT�BMM�BSPVOE��4UBJSDBTF�GMPPSJOH�
BOE�XBMMT�IBWF�BMM�CFFO�DPODFJWFE�BT�
DJSDVMBS�TIBQFT�UP�HFOFSBUF�B�TNPPUI�
GMPX�BOE�CSJOH�IBSNPOZ�

8IJDI�JT�ZPVS�GBWPVSJUF�SPPN 
5IF�EJOJOH�SPPN�TFUT�UIF�TUBOEBSE�
GPS�UIF�BQBSUNFOU��8F�QVU�JO�FMFHBOU�
XPPEFO�QBOFMT�JO�B�XBSN�CMVF�HSFZ�
UPOF�UP�DPWFS�UIF�FOUJSF�SPPN�BOE�XF�
QMBZFE�XJUI�WFSZ�HSBQIJD�TIBQFT�PO�
UIF�DFJMJOH�BOE�XBMMT�UP�CBMBODF�UIF�
DMBTTJDBM�TFUUJOH�XJUI�DPOUFNQPSBSZ�
MJOFT��*O�UIF�DFOUSF�PG�UIF�SPPN�UIF�
QFDVMJBS�HFPNFUSJD�#�#�EJOJOH�UBCMF�
DJSDMFE�CZ�DPNGPSUBCMF�BOE�SBUIFS�
USBEJUJPOBM�MPPLJOH�DIBJST�CZ�1IJMJQQF�
)VSFM�GPMMPXT�UIF�TBNF�JEFB��#FIJOE�
UIF�DVTUPNJTFE�CBS�DPVOUFS�XIFSF�UIF�
GBNJMZ�HBUIFST�GPS�CSFBLGBTU�BHBJO�B�
GVODUJPOBM�ZFU�TUZMJTI�FMFNFOU�XF�QVU�
JO�B�HMBTT�QBOFMMFE�XJOF�DFMMBS�UIBU�
SFGMFDUT�UIF�MJWJOH�SPPN�XIJMF�BMMPXJOH�
B�MPPL�BU�UIF�PXOFS�T�XJOF�DPMMFDUJPO��
*OTJEF�UIF�DFMMBS�UIF�PSHBOJD�TIBQFE�
TIFMWFT�XFSF�JOTQJSFE�CZ�CPBUT�BOE�CZ�
UIF�BQQFBSBODF�PG�UIF�IVMM�T�XPPEFO�
TLFMFUPO��

:PV�QMBZFE�BSPVOE�XJUI�WBSJPVT�UZQFT�
PG�HMBTT�NJSSPS�SFGMFDUJPOT�QMFBTF�UFMM�
VT�B�CJU�NPSF�BCPVU�UIBU���
8IJMF�UIF�GJSTU�GMPPS�NFFUT�UIF�QVCMJD�
GVODUJPOT�PG�UIF�BQBSUNFOU�UIF�TFDPOE�
GMPPS�BDDPNNPEBUFT�NPSF�QSJWBUF�BOE�
JOUJNBUF�POFT��*O�UIF�NBTUFS�CFESPPN�
XF�DSFBUFE�B�GVMMZ�JOUFHSBUFE�TQBDF�
XJUI�UIF�CBUISPPN�BDUVBMMZ�MPDBUFE�
XJUIJO�UIF�SPPN��"�DPOWFOUJPOBM�
NBTUFS�CBUI�UVC�JTPMBUFE�GSPN�UIF�
MJWJOH�BSFB�CZ�QMBJO�XBMMT�XPVME�IBWF�
PCTUSVDUFE�OBUVSBM�MJHIU�BOE�EFDSFBTFE�
UIF�TVSGBDF��*OTUFBE�XF�EFTJHOFE�B�
WJUSJOF�MJLF�CBUISPPN�HMBTTFE�JO�PO�
UXP�TJEFT��8F�XBOUFE�UP�QSFTFSWF�UIF�
USBOTQBSFODZ�BOE�UIF�PQFO�GFFMJOH�
PG�UIF�TQBDF�TP�UIF�HMBTT�QBSUJUJPOT�
BSF�TUJMM�UJOUFE�PO�UIF�CFESPPN�TJEF��
5IJT�NFBOT�ZPV�DBO�TUJMM�FOKPZ�B�QMBJO�
WJFX�PG�UIF�FOUJSF�NBTUFS�CFESPPN�
XBUDI�57�PS�FOKPZ�UIF�WJFXT�PWFS�UIF�
DJUZ�GSPN�UIF�DPNGPSU�PG�UIF�CBUIUVC��
.FBOXIJMF�QFPQMF�JO�UIF�CFESPPN�
DBO�POMZ�HVFTT�XIBU�JT�IBQQFOJOH�JO�
UIF�CBUISPPN��8F�BMTP�QMBZFE�XJUI�UIF�
HMBTT�NJSSPS�SFGMFDUJPO�FMFNFOUT�JO�
UIF�ESFTTJOH�SPPN�XIFSF�FBDI�EPPS�IBT�
CFFO�EFTJHOFE�XJUI�UXP�MBZFST�POF�PG�
HMBTT�XJUI�FOHSBWFE�MJOFT�BOE�CFMPX�
UIBU�POF�PG�UIF�NJSSPS�SFGMFDUJOH�UIF�
HMBTT�QBUUFSO��

5FMM�VT�BCPVU�UIF�EFDPS�JO�UIF�#MVF�
1FOUIPVTF���
8F�QVU�JO�B�USFNFOEPVT�BNPVOU�PG�
EFUBJM��5IF�DFJMJOHT�XBMMT�TUPSBHF�
TQBDFT�BOE�TPNF�PG�UIF�GVSOJUVSF�
IBWF�BMM�CFFO�DVTUPNJTFE�UP�TVJU�UIF�
PXOFST��OFFET�BOE�QVTI�PVS�EFTJHO�
BHFOEB��'PS�FYBNQMF�UIF�DBCJOFUT�
XBSESPCFT�BOE�DIFTU�ESBXFST�XFSF�BMM�
NBEF�CZ�IBOE�JOTQJSFE�CZ�PME�MVHHBHF��
+VTU�MJLF�TUFBNFS�USVOLT�UIFZ�BSF�
GJOJTIFE�XJUI�MFBUIFS�BOE�MJOFO�BOE�
BQQFBM�UP�UIF�TUSPOH�USBWFMMJOH�TQJSJU�
PG�UIF�PXOFST��8F�USJFE�UP�NBLF�UIF�
TQBDF�BT�QFSTPOBM�BT�QPTTJCMF��&WFO�
UIF�BJS�DPOEJUJPOJOH�HSJMMT�BSF�NBEF�PG�
TUBJOMFTT�TUFFM�BOE�IBWF�CFFO�FOHSBWFE�
XJUI�'SFODI�XPSET�CFDBVTF�UIF�PXOFS�
XBOUT�UP�MFBSO�'SFODI��4USPOH�DPODFQU�
BOE�WJTJPO�BUUFOUJPO�UP�UIF�TNBMMFTU�
EFUBJMT�GVSOJUVSF�BOE�MJHIUJOH�CZ�UIF�
CFTU�EFTJHOFST�RVBMJUZ�FRVJQNFOU�BOE�
IJHI�UFDIOPMPHZ�BMM�BSF�FMFNFOUT�UIBU�
NBLFT�UIJT�QFOUIPVTF�B�QBSBEJTF�UP�
MJWF�JO��
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THE CUSTOMISED DRESSING 
ROOM WITH CUSTOMISED 
MIRROR AND REFLECTION EFFECT. 
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THE STAIRCASE MAKES FOR A 
SMOOTH TRANSITION BETWEEN 
FLOORS.

DESIGN FOCUS
#MVF�1FOUIPVTF
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THE STAIRCASE IS PLACED OVER 
A BLACK AND WHITE MARBLE 
PATTERN WHICH CONTRASTS 
WITH THE CLASSIC MOULDING ON 
THE WALLS.
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DESIGN FOCUS
#MVF�1FOUIPVTF

ABOVE: THE DINING ROOM SETS 
THE STANDARD FOR THE ENTIRE 
APARTMENT.

RIGHT: THE CUSTOMISED BAR 
COUNTER WHERE THE FAMILY 
GATHERS FOR BREAKFAST.
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DESIGN FOCUS
#MVF�1FOUIPVTF

ABOVE: IN THE STUDY THE AIR 
CONDITION GRILLS ARE MADE 
OF ELEGANT STAINLESS STEEL 
PLATES WITH ENGRAVED LETTERS 
FORMING QUOTES  THAT MATCH 
THE CLIENT’S DESIRE TO LEARN 
FRENCH.

RIGHT: THE WARDROBES WERE 
MADE BY HAND WITH A FINISHING 
OF LEATHER AND LINEN INSPIRED 
BY OLD SUITCASES.
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ABOVE: THE CORRIDOR IS 
DECORATED WITH WALL 
PAINTINGS AND RE-DESIGNED 
FRENCH MOULDING. 

LEFT: SUSPENDED OVER THE 
LIVING ROOM, THE CUBE IS 
A WORK ROOM THAT ALSO 
ALLOWS RESIDENTS TO SEE WHAT 
HAPPENS DOWNSTAIRS.
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DESIGN FOCUS
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ABOVE: THE MAIN BEDROOM 
BOASTS A CLEAN, MODERN 
DESIGN.

LEFT: HAND-MADE LEATHER 
HANDLES ON THE CABINETS.
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DESIGN FOCUS
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ALTHOUGH SITUATED IN THE 
MAIN BEDROOM AND SHIELDED 
BY GLASS, THE VITRINE-LIKE 
BATHROOM RETAINS PRIVACY 
WITH TINTED GLASS PARTITIONS. 


